Time off
▼

DVD Round up

The real Mr Fantasy

A

LT H O U G H JIM C apaldi is
best-known for this work with
the iconic Traffic an excellent
new box set, compiled by Jim’s
widow, Anahina, is a reminder that
there was much more to his talent
than that. Not only does it include
several tracks from his excellent
Seventies solo albums but there are
also unreleased demo recordings
from the album he was planning
shortly before his death, from
stomach cancer, in January 2005
and a song recorded with his old
friend George Harrison.
“Before Jim passed away I
promised that I would put together
a box set of his music and a book of
his lyrics, both of which are coming
out around the same time,”
explains Aninha.
“I’m from Brazil originally, and I
met Jim when I came over to
England in the summer of 1975.

Prior to that I was a big fan of
Traffic, which was a big band in
Brazil. Doing the box set was interesting for me because I went back
to his work before Traffic for some
of the tracks.
“I had help choosing the music
but it was essentially my choice. I
had some songs that were close to
my heart, one that Jim wrote for our
eldest daughter Tabitha when she
was a baby and my other daughter
Tallulah, which he recorded a
demo for in 2003.”
Anahina is especially fond of the
George Harrison collaboration,
Love’s Got A Hold On Me, since it
brings back many happy memories
of her and Jim’s friendship with the
ex-Beatle and his wife Olivia.
George and Jim were very close
friends, especially towards the end
of George’s life. They would often
go into George’s studio and play
music together and this particular
song they wrote in about 1997.
They were both very excited by it but
unfortunately, for various reasons,
nothing came of it. But for me it’s
one of the highlights of the set.”
Another highlight is a live version
of Jim’s favourite Traffic song,
Dear Mr Fantasy, recorded at the
2004 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
concert. “That was the last time
Steve Winwood and Jim played
together, so that was very poignant.”
■ Dear Mr Fantasy is released
through Island Records. For details
of Jim’s book of lyrics go to:
(www.genesis-publications.com).

With a new version in cinemas what better time
to enjoy the original Eighties version of Conan
(2oth Century Fox), starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger, especially as it’s now available
in a high quality Blu-ray edition. You can also
take a trip even further back in time with The
1960s, the latest in the A Year To Remember
series (Strike Force Entertainment/Cherry Red).
The three-disc set features an hour-long programme on each year of the decade, a chance to
relive the era of Radio Caroline, the 1966 World
Cup triumph and the Apollo 11 moon landing.
Those of an unkind disposition might suggest
the centre of the earth is perhaps the best place
for Top Gear’s Richard Hammond, but that would
be unkind because his documentary series
Journey To The Centre of the Planet (2 entertain) is actually a fascinating look at the ultimate
engine, that affects our lives every second of the
day. Louis Theroux takes an equally interestng
journey, this time in search of The Odd, The Bad
and The Godly (2 entertain) in his latest series,
encountering America’s medicated children, the
controversial Westboro Baptist Church, law and
disorder in Lagos and ultra-Zionists on the West
Bank and East Jerusalem. As usual Louis goes
where few would want to tread.
The hit sit-com My Family finally draws to a
close with the release of the eleventh and final
series (2 entertain). The series finds Susan and
daughter Janey competing for the same TV job,
Ben looking to instigate a strike at work and
Susan’s father offering £2 million to buy her out
of her marriage to Ben. As usual, life in the
Harper family is never dull.
There’s a chance to enjoy Pam Ayres in a live
performance at the Theatre Royal, Windsor on
the DVD Pam Ayres - Word Perfect (Acorn Media).
It’s a charming evening of poems, humour
and monologues in the company of Pam, the
perfect host.
The fourth series of Law and Order UK was recently screened
on ITV and now it reaches DVD, courtesy of Universal Pictures,
starring Bradley Walsh, Freema Agyeman and Peter Davidson, as
the dilemmas facing police and judiciary are put under the
microscope in a series of six intriguing stories.
Films recently released on DVD include the visually stunning
martial arts tale The Lost Bladesman (Icon), co-written and codirected by the duo behind the Internal Affairs trilogy, as well as
the chilling horror film Second Coming (2020), where, driven by
unsettllng visions, Lora Gerritson investigates the disapperance
of her identical twin sister Ashley. There are more chills in three
classic horror flicks newly released onto Blu-ray, Dario Argento’s
terrifying thriller Tenabrae, Brian De Palma’s Obsession, a
homage to Hitchcock’s Vertigo, and Tobe Hopper’s early Eighties
shocker Funhouse. None are for the faint-hearted and all are
released by Arrow Video.

